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 CBAM: reconciling EU climate ambitions with competitiveness

The EU has committed to lead global fight against climate change and the 
industry has started the shift. 

Currently, the EU is responsible for 9% of global emissions. The 
European Green Deal puts forward an ambitious plan towards the climate 
neutrality and reduction of the European carbon footprint. Achieving a 
climate neutral and circular economy requires the full mobilisation of 
industry. The European Commission observed that it takes 25 years – a 
generation – to transform an industrial sector and all its value chains. The 
urgent task is to provide optimal conditions for transformation while 
safeguarding jobs through innovation and new technologies.

The successful implementation of the EU Green Deal should lower EU 
emissions to 4%. However, according to the European Commission, this 
transformation of EU economy by 2030 will cost at least 260 bn EUR per 
year.  The scale of this task compared to the limited impact on global 
climate brings forth the need, on the one hand, to encourage and 
incentivize EU trade partners to increase their pro-climate efforts and, on 
the other, to ensure EU industries’ competitiveness as they implement the 
difficult industrial and energy transformation that many of their global 
competitors have yet to take. Without these flanking measures, despite 
EU’s own ambitious and necessary strive for carbon neutrality, the EU’s 
total carbon footprint may grow due to CO2 embedded in imported goods. 
Climate objectives may have been thwarted.

In the European Green Deal, we witness the first real attempt to enact an 
instrument addressing these challenges. The idea of a carbon border 
adjustment mechanism (CBAM) – soon to be proposed by the 
Commission – is debated among stakeholders in Brussels, as climate 
activists focus on climate objectives and industry representatives 
emphasize the need to maintain competitiveness.



The discussion resounds among our trading partners concerned about 
the possibility of hidden protectionism. There are many questions that 
must be answered, from very general ones about the nature of the 
instrument to detailed mechanics of the system. Until now, the discussion 
has been carried out predominantly in Brussels, but wider public in EU 
Member States must be also engaged to explain CBAM across Europe.

In the aftermath of the recent vote in the European Parliament on CBAM 
and awaiting the publication of European Commission’s legislative 
proposal it is becoming increasingly clear that the key issue that attracts 
interest of stakeholders is how to reconcile EU climate ambition to 
become carbon neutral by 2050, competitiveness of the EU industry and 
relations with the EU trading partners, all in a WTO-compatible way. 

LIVE STREAM / Recording available on: 
● EN: www.zpbsp.com
● PL: www.togetair.eu 

SPEAKERS: 

➢ Adam Guibourgé-Czetwertyński, Undersecretary of State, 
Ministry of Climate and Environment, Poland

➢ Ms Beatriz Yordi, Director for European and International Carbon 
Markets in DG CLIMA, European Commission

➢ Mr Vicente Hurtado Roa, Deputy Director in DG TAXUD, Indirect 
taxes other than VAT

➢ Dr. Freya Baetens, Public International Law at Leiden & Oslo 
University

➢ Ms Tove Andersen, Executive Vice-President for Europe, Yara

➢ Susanne Dröge, Senior Fellow, German Institute for International 
and Security Affairs

Host: Tomasz Włostowski, Leader of BSP CBAM Taskforce
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List of speakers:

Adam Guibourgé-Czetwertyński, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of 
Climate and Environment, Poland

Graduate of HEC Paris and the history faculties of the Paris IV-Sorbonne 
University and the University of Warsaw.
 
In 2013, he began working at the Ministry of Environment as part of the 
Climate Negotiators Team for the COP19 Climate Summit in Warsaw. In 
2015–2018, he headed the Environmental Department at the Permanent 
Representation of the Republic of Poland to the European Union. In 2018, 
he served as the chief negotiator of the Polish Presidency of COP24 in 
Katowice.

Ms Mette Quinn, Deputy Director DG CLIMA, European and International 
Carbon Markets, Head of Unit for Implementation of the EU Emissions 
Trading System and IT

Mette Quinn is Deputy Director for European and International Carbon 
Markets and heading the unit for Implementation of the EU Emissions 
Trading System and IT in the Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Climate Action. She also worked on international and EU domestic 
climate finance and innovation issues and she took part in the 
negotiations of the international climate agreement in Paris in 2015.

Within the European Commission she has worked in the 
Directorate-General for Enterprise and Industry, where she has a number 
of years’ experience on innovation policy development, governance and 
benchmarking. Previously, she worked for the Danish Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and also spent a few years at the Danish Permanent 
Representation to NATO. She is an economist (Cand. Polit.) and married 
with one daughter.
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List of speakers:

Vicente Hurtado, Head of the Energy Taxation and other Indirect Taxes 
Unit, European Commission, Belgium

 

BIO: Vicente Hurtado Roa is the Head of the Unit in the European 
Commission responsible for Energy Taxation and other indirect taxes. His 
first steps in the Directorate General for Taxation started in 2006 when he 
was responsible for drafting the review of the Savings Directive before 
becoming the assistant to two previous Director Generals responsible for 
taxation. His experience in the European Commission also covers seven 
years in the Secretary General , working first on the European Semester 
and then in the relations with the European Council. Previously to join the 
European Commission, Vicente had been a tax consultant in Garrigues 
for ten years with an expertise in international taxation

Tove Andersen, Executive Vice-President for Europe, Yara

Mrs. Andersen has served as Executive Vice President Europe at Yara 
International since June 2020, she is also on the board of Equinor, 
Borregaard & Fertilizer Europe. Mrs. Andersen has previously held 
several positions within Yara International. She was EVP Production 
2018-2020, EVP Supply Chain 2016-2018 and VP Supply Chain Europe 
2014-2016. She has also served as VP Marketing and New Business 
2011-2013, Country Manager Yara UK/ Ireland 2006- 2011, Director 
Specialities and Retail Marketing 2005-2006, Director Business 
Development and Alliances 2003-2005, Manager, Business Development, 
Finance and Analysis Hydro Agri 2000-2003, Business Facilitator 
1999-2000. She was employed by Hydro in 1997 as a trainee.
 
Mrs. Andersen holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration from 
BI Norwegian Business School and a Master’s degree in physics and 
mathematics from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology 
(NTNU).

3 | Page



List of speakers:

Prof Dr Freya Baetens, Public International Law, Leiden & Oslo University

Freya Baetens (Cand. Jur./Lic.Jur. (Ghent); LL.M. (Columbia); Ph.D. 
(Cambridge)) is Professor of Public International Law at the PluriCourts 
Centre of Excellence (Faculty of Law, Oslo University) and affiliated with the 
Europa Institute (Faculty of Law, Leiden University). She has been a 
Visiting Professor at several academic institutes including in Europe, Asia 
and Australia. She is the co-editor-in-chief of the Law and Practice of 
International Courts and Tribunals journal, and serves on the Editorial 
Board of the Leiden Journal of International Law and the Academic Review 
Board of the Cambridge Journal of International Law.  

As a Member of the Brussels Bar, she regularly acts as counsel or expert in 
international disputes. She is listed on the Panel of Arbitrators and 
Conciliators of the International Centre for the Settlement of Investment 
Disputes (ICSID), the South China International Economic and Trade 
Arbitration Commission (Shenzhen Court of International Arbitration) and 
the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC). 

Dr. Susanne Dröge, Senior Fellow, German Institute for International and 
Security Affairs

Senior Fellow in the Global Issues Division at the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP) in Berlin. She studied economics in 
Berlin, Warwick and Kiel. Susanne is specialised in climate and 
international economics and has a long-standing work experience on trade 
and environment. She advises the German Parliament, the German 
Government and International Organisations on climate policy issues. Her 
research focuses on the EU’s, US’s, Chinese and other countries' climate 
policy strategies, the UNFCCC negotiations, and trade (policy) issues that 
come along with ambitious climate policies and instruments. Susanne is a 
member of various advisory boards, teaches and publishes regularly in her 
fields of research.

Link to publications and detailed CV: 

http://www.swp-berlin.org/en/scientist-detail/profile/susanne_droege.html
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List of Speakers: 

Host: Tomasz Włostowski, Managing Partner, EU STRATEGIES, Leader 
of BSP CBAM Taskforce

Mr. Włostowski is a dual-trained EU/US trade and regulatory affairs lawyer.  
He has over 17 years of experience advising clients around the globe on 
international trade and WTO law, US and EU law, with a particular focus on 
climate and industry regulations.  He has worked for many years with two 
major international law firms in Washington D.C. (2003-2008) and Brussels 
(2008-2012), before starting his trade and regulatory consulting business 
(2013-now).  His industry focus includes chemicals, steel & metals and the 
agricultural sector.  He is frequently quoted and appears in Polish and 
international press, Polish radio and TV on EU affairs, with a focus on trade 
& regulation and institutional affairs.

Tomasz is a graduate of Warsaw University, Law & Administration 
Department (1999) and University of Florida (LL.M 2000, JD cum laude 
2002).
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About BSP:

Business and Science Poland (BSP) connects the experience of 
leading Polish enterprises with the EU agenda. We represent the 
knowledge and interests of successful entities, which employ over 150 
000 workers in Poland, in the EU and globally. We are committed to 
advancing the values of EU Common Market acknowledging the need to 
transform it responsibly and effectively. Our mission is to provide our 
members and partners with professional tools to inspire the EU legislative 
environment and build effective coalitions which would support the 
interests of the Polish and European industry and science. 
www.zpbsp.com

About TOGETAIR:

TOGETAIR 2021 is the second edition of the Climate Summit and the first 
Polish Multimedia Climate Report, which makes its debut in the Polish 
public space. It is organized under the patronage of Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki and the key ministries for ecology, with active 
participation of government representatives, voivodship marshals and 
local government officials, as well as representatives of medium and large 
businesses, academia, local communities and non-governmental 
organizations. And, last but not least, with the participation of internet 
users, who will be able to follow materials and reports from TOGETAIR for 
free on TV and the radio, in newspapers and social media, it is estimated 
that the number of views by participants of the event and those having 
contact with the brand during the 2nd edition of the TOGETAIR summit 
will total 15 million. 
www.togetair.eu
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