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One step for energy transformation, a huge leap for Central and 
Eastern Europe (CEE): a Hydrogen Outlook on climate neutrality  

Hydrogen gained momentum at last and does not seem to subdue                                                   

Given the European Green Deal aim of climate-neutrality by 2050, there cannot be a full 
transition without the decarbonisation of the energy sector in Europe, which accounts for 75 
% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  In order to facilitate the technological 
development and upscaling of the use of hydrogen from renewable and low-carbon 
resources, the European Commission on adopted 'A hydrogen strategy for a 
climate-neutral Europe' on 8 July 2020.  Hydrogen is perceived as the key enabler of the 
decarbonisation of the industrial processes and economic sectors, especially where the 
renewable electrification is not fully possible and other alternatives may yet not be feasible.

First half of the 2021 will materialise the Fit for 55 package: the EU’s ambition to deliver on 
one of its key priorities with focus on new legislative initiatives and revisions of the existing 
fundamental legislation. The challenges, however, still remain. Today, most of the hydrogen 
production is fossil-based as clean or low-carbon hydrogen is not yet available in sufficient 
quantities nor is economically-viable.  Furthermore, the reliance on fossil-based energy-mix 
still varies significantly between the EU countries. The share of hydrogen in Europe’s 
energy mix is expected to expand from the current less than 2%[1] to 13-14% by 2050[2].

In 2020, the political foundations to meet the hydrogen ambitions in the EU have been laid 
after much anticipation. The pool of funds and investment opportunities available for the 
hydrogen projects will be significantly reinforced mobilising both public and private 
investments including the recovery instrument the Next Generation EU. The European 
Clean Hydrogen Alliance provides the framework of private and public sectors involvement. 
According to available studies[3], the demand for hydrogen in the European Union already 
in 2030 will rise, up to 665 TWh (16.9 million tons), which is almost double as compared to 
the current consumption. Thus, there is an urgent need to increase the hydrogen capacity 
in the EU as only 26% of the clean hydrogen demand will be produced in the Member 
States according to the predictions presented in the study. The European market offers 
excellent potential for increasing the renewable and low-carbon hydrogen capacity in 
Europe as current estimations of Hydrogen Europe already envisage that 118 TWh of clean 
hydrogen will be imported[4].

[1] FCH JU (2019) Hydrogen Roadmap Europe.
[2] Shares under different scenarios range from less than 2% to more than 23% in 2050 (Moya et al. 2019, JRC116452).
[3] https://www.fch.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Hydrogen%20Roadmap%20Europe_Report.pdf
[4] 
https://hydrogeneurope.eu/sites/default/files/Hydrogen%20Europe_2x40%20GW%20Green%20H2%20Initative%20Paper.pdf 1 | Page
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PROGRAMME 

 A.      10:00-10:10 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS

Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Secretary General of Hydrogen Europe

 B.      10.10 - 10.30  KEYNOTE ADDRESS  

Prospects and challenges of hydrogen development in the context of 
energy transformation of Central and Eastern Europe,

➢ Michał Kurtyka, Minister of Climate and Environment of Poland, 

V4 Presidency

➢ Kadri Simson, EU Commissionner for Energy

 C.       B2B SESSSION (10:30 – 12:00)

Prerequisites for success, Hydrogen technologies in CEE economies. 
How to steer the development of key pilot projects? How to finance 
massive investment needs and build regional partnerships? 

➢ [HU] András Prépost, Innovation consultant, MVM Magyar 

Villamos Művek Zrt.

➢ [SK] Dr. Milan Sedláček, Head of EU affairs and strategy, 

Eustream a.s.

➢ [CZ] Karin Stehlík, Innovation Manager, Strategy, NET4GAS

➢ [PL] Przemysław Bielecki, Head of Regulations at Grupa 

LOTOS/ BSP Hydrogen Task Force

➢ [AT] Richard SCHAUPERL, Coordinator Fuel Cell R&D / Senior 

Lead Engineer, AVL LIST GMBH

➢ [EU COM] Mark Nicklas, Head of Unit – Industrial Strategy, DG 

Grow, European Commission



One step for energy transformation, a huge leap for Central 
and Eastern Europe (CEE): a Hydrogen Outlook on climate 
neutrality  

 

PROGRAMME (cont.)

D.     12.00-13.30  POLICY AND REGULATORY DEBATE

Designing a policy and regulatory roadmap for the EU. What is needed to 
increase hydrogen consumption and build competitive market for hydrogen?

➢ Dr Péter Kaderják, Senior Advisor to Hungary’s Minister for 

Innovation and Technology on Green Economy Development 

➢ Adam Guibourgé-Czetwertyński, Undersecretary of State, Ministry 

of Climate and Environment, Poland

➢ Uwe Schröder-Selbach, expert for European Hydrogen Strategies in 

the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy, Germany

➢ Tudor Constantinescu, Principal Adviser to Director General for 

Hydrogen, European Commission

➢ Ondřej Knotek, Member of the European Parliament (Renew Europe)

E.       13.30 – 13:45 CLOSING REMARKS

➢ László Palkovics, Minister of Innovation and Technology, Hungary

 

All sessions will be moderated by Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Secretary General 
of Hydrogen Europe
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Kadri Simson, EU Commissioner for Energy 

Former Member of the Riigikogu (Estonian Parliament), Chairman of the 
Estonian Centre Party faction and Leader of the Estonian NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly Delegation.  2016-2019 Minister of Economic 
Affairs and Infrastructure Member of the Riigikogu and Chairman of the 
Estonian Centre Party faction (as of 2009) 

Degree in History, University of Tartu, Master's degree in Political Science, 
University College London 

Michał Kurtyka, Minister of Climate and Environment, Poland 
 
Graduate of the Parisian École Polytechnique and a scholarship holder in 
the field of quantum optics of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technologies. 

He began his professional career in the Office of the Committee for 
European Integration. On 27 April 2018, he was appointed as Government 
Plenipotentiary for the Presidency of COP24. UN climate summit, under his 
presidency, agreed on the Katowice Rulebook, implementing the Paris 
Agreement. On 15 November 2019, he was appointed as the Minister of the 
newly established Ministry of Climate. 

László Palkovics, Minister for Innovation and Technology of Hungary

Appointed Minister of the Ministry for Innovation and Technology of 
Hungary in May 2018 after serving as Minister of State for Higher Education 
between 2014-2016 and later as Minister of State for Education between 
2016-2018.

Minister Palkovics held senior research positions at the Budapest University 
of Technology and Economics and the College of Kecskemét. Minister 
Palkovics completed his master’s degree and Ph.D. in engineering, 
specializing on vehicle mechanical engineering at the Technical University 
of Budapest. He is a full member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
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Adam Guibourgé-Czetwertyński, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of 
Climate and Environment

Graduate of HEC Paris and the history faculties of the Paris IV-Sorbonne 
University and the University of Warsaw.
 
In 2013, he began working at the Ministry of Environment as part of the 
Climate Negotiators Team for the COP19 Climate Summit in Warsaw. In 
2015–2018, he headed the Environmental Department at the Permanent 
Representation of the Republic of Poland to the European Union. In 2018, 
he served as the chief negotiator of the Polish Presidency of COP24 in 
Katowice.

Dr Péter Kaderják, Senior Advisor to Hungary’s Minister for 
Innovation and Technology on Green Economy Development 

Prior to the current post he was State Secretary for Energy and Climate 
Policy (2018-2021). Between 2004 and 2018 he served as the Director of 
REKK, the leading energy policy think-tank in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Earlier held several positions in public administration, among 
others, as the President of the Hungarian Energy Office and as a member 
of ACER’s Board of Appeal (2011-16). He directed a postgraduate 
program in Energy Economics at Corvinus and served as training director 
for the Energy Regulators Regional Association. His major research fields 
are energy economics, energy security, regulation and environmental 
economics. Currently, his interest is focused on promoting Hungary’s 
transition to a zero carbon emission economy by 2050. 
He is Ph.D. in Management and Business Administration and MSc in 
economics, both from Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary. 

Ondřej Knotek, Member of the European Parliament

Elected to Parliament in May 2019. Member of the Renew Europe Group.
Involved in the Committee on Regional Development (REGI), Committee 
on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) and Special 
Committee on Beating Cancer (BECA).

Master of Science (M.S.) Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering (Sep 
2009); Institute of Chemical Technology, Czech Technical University, 
Prague Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Process Engineering, Informatics, and
Management (Jun 2007)
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Dr Tudor Constantinescu, Principal Adviser to Director General for 
Hydrogen, European Commission

He is engineer and economist by education. Before joining the 
Commission, he set up as Executive Director the Buildings Performance 
Institute Europe. He was the president of the Romanian Agency for 
Energy Conservation and for the period 2008-2009 he ensured the 
presidency of the EnR network of European Energy Agencies. Between 
1996-2007, he coordinated the energy efficiency and related 
environmental activities of the Energy Charter Secretariat in Brussels.

Uwe Schröder-Selbach, expert for European Hydrogen Strategies in 
the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy, Germany

Deputy Head of  the Gas markets and Gas infrastructures Division at the 
German Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi). He holds 
degrees in law and in economics and joined the Ministry in 1992 where 
he worked on  privatisation of steel industry, export credit guarantees, on 
the initial phase of  EU ETS and on the design of the renewable energy 
system EEG. Stationed in Brussels between 2014 and 2018 leading 
Germany´s negotiating team for the Clean Energy Package. Since 2019 
he advises the Ministry on domestic and EU affairs with regard to the 
infrastructures and the market design for gas and for hydrogen.  

Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Secretary General of Hydrogen Europe

Secretary General of Hydrogen Europe since 2016. Before he was 
Representative of Infineon Technologies in Brussels and Member of the 
European Parliament (2004 – 2014) inter alia in the ITRE Committee 
where he could contribute to lay the cornerstone for the first and the 
second Joint Undertaking on hydrogen and fuel cells. In 2007 he was 
elected “MEP of the year” by his colleagues of the European Parliament 
in the category “Research and Innovation”. In 2015 he was appointed 
ambassador at large for Greece.
 
Mr Chatzimarkakis was born in Duisburg, Germany. He holds German 
and Greek nationality, a degree in political science from the University of 
Bonn.
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Mark Nicklas, Head of Unit – Industrial Strategy, DG Grow, European 
Commission

Head of Unit “Industrial Strategy and Value Chains” in the DG DG 
GROW. His unit plays a leading role for the development and 
implementation of the EU industrial strategy. The objective is to facilitate 
the green and digital transformation with a globally competitive EU 
industry, driven by innovation. In particular, his unit is managing the EU 
Industry Days and the Strategic Forum on Important Projects of Common 
European Interest and has managed the Industry 2030 roundtable. Mark 
holds a Ph.D. in economics.
 

András Prépost, Innovation consultant, MVM Magyar Villamos 
Művek Zrt.

He graduated as a technical manager at the Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics. He joined MVM Group in 2012. He has been 
involved in group-level investment portfolio management for years. In his 
current position at the group-level technology and innovation directorate, 
he is responsible for coordinating hydrogen-related initiatives and 
integrating them into the company group's value chain.

Dr. Milan Sedláček, Head of EU affairs and strategy, Eustream a.s.

Milan Sedláček joined the gas sector in 1994. Since then he worked in 
various managerial positions in gas transmission part of Slovak gas 
industry. Since unbundling he works for the gas transmission system 
operator Eustream, holding managerial positions oriented on business, 
regulation and strategy, among others director for commercial and 
regulatory affairs. Currently is the head of EU affairs and strategy at 
Eustream as well as compliance officer of the company. During his 
career within Slovak gas industry he was responsible for a number of 
projects, i.a. third party access implementation, energy legislation 
development, TSO certification and unbundling, network codes 
implementation as well as projects of interconnections with neighboring 
countries. 
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Karin Stehlík, Member of the Board, HYTEP Czech Hydrogen 
Technology Platform

Karin Stehlík works in business development at NET4GAS on the topic of 
hydrogen transmission. Dr. Stehlík is also director of the Czech Hydrogen 
Technology Platform HYTEP. Previously she worked in research of 
high-temperature electrolysis. She received her Ph.D. in hydrogen 
technologies at the Technical University of Munich after studying 
mechanical engineering in Munich and Melbourne, Australia.
 

Richard SCHAUPERL, Coordinator Fuel Cell R&D / Senior Lead 
Engineer, AVL LIST GMBH

Engineer in Electronics & Computer Engineering, Polytechnic HTL-Bulme, 
Graz (Austria); Master in Industrial Engineering, University of Applied 
Sciences, Mittweida (Germany)
Since 2016 Member of the Hydrogen Europe Stationary and Energy 
Advisory Group & Science with and for Society Advisory Group, FCH-JU in 
Brussels; Since 2016 Member of the VDMA Advisory Group for High 
Temperature Fuel Cells, Frankfurt in Germany; Since 2017 Member of the 
FVV Working Group PG7 Fuel Cells, Frankfurt in Germany; Since 2018 
Founder and Board Member of the Austrian Energy Model, Region WIVA 
P&G, Linz in Austria Author of various scientific publications. Holds over 10 
patents in the field of fuel cells and electrolyzers.
 

Przemysław Bielecki, Head of Regulations at Grupa LOTOS/ BSP 
Hydrogen Task Force

Head of the External Regulations Department at Grupa LOTOS S.A. 
Worked in the Oil and Gas Department of the Ministry of Energy. Board 
Member in the supervisory boards of companies from the PGNiG S.A. 
capital group.
A graduate of the University of Łódź, the National School of Public 
Administration and postgraduate studies in the field of energy. PhD student 
at the Faculty of Economic Sciences at the University of Warsaw.



Official partners

Conference co-organized by 
: 

● Business & Science 
Poland 

● National Hydrogen 
Technology Platform, 
Hungary

Patronage :

● Polish Presidency of the 
Vysehrad Group 

● Ministry of Climate and 
Environment, Poland 

● Ministry of Technology 
and Innovation, Hungary

Discussion host: 

● Hydrogen Europe

Media partner 

● Euractiv 
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About Business & Science Poland:

Business and Science Poland (BSP) connects the experience of 
leading Polish enterprises with the EU agenda. We represent the 
knowledge and interests of successful entities, which employ over 150 
000 workers in Poland, in the EU and globally. We are committed to 
advancing the values of EU Common Market acknowledging the need 
to transform it responsibly and effectively. Our mission is to provide 
our members and partners with professional tools to inspire the EU 
legislative environment and build effective coalitions which would 
support the interests of the Polish and European industry and science. 
www.zpbsp.com
 

About NHT Platform Hungary:

National Hydrogen Technology Platform Hungary (NHTPH) was 
established in May 2020. Since then, the membership of the platform 
has been growing steadily and there are currently more than 60 
stakeholders from various sectors. The partnership consists of entities 
from public sector, companies as well as research institutes and 
universities. The mission of NHTPH is to promote the development of 
hydrogen technologies in Hungary. Accordingly, it provides a 
communication and cooperation framework between the stakeholders, 
identifies promising technology development and business cases for 
Hungary, treats legislative obstacles and supports education of new 
experts in the field.
 

Event moderated by Hydrogen Europe

Hydrogen Europe is the leading European association representing 
over 200 industrial companies (large groups as well as SMEs), some 
80 research organisations, and 25 national associations working to 
make hydrogen energy an everyday reality. The association partners 
with the European Commission and the research community in the 
public-private partnership Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking 
(FCH JU) to accelerate the market introduction of these clean 
technologies in the energy and transport sectors. More information 
can be found on www.hydrogeneurope.eu
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