
KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE #BSP_CONNECTS CONFERENCE ON 12 FEBRUARY 2021

One step for energy transformation, a huge leap for Central  
and Eastern Europe (CEE): a Hydrogen Outlook on climate neutrality. 

The Commission’s EU Hydrogen Strategy lays 
out a vision for:

• scaling up renewable hydrogen production;

• driving down the cost;

• boosting demand in hard-to-abate sectors;

• ambitious targets of 6 GW of electrolysers installed by 2024, and 
40 GW by 2030;

• the EU Recovery funds providing opportunities to support decar-
bonisation through RFF, JTF and other partnership funds which 
are a part of the Cohesion Policy; 

• IPCEI as an important tool for further hydrogen development, as 
many EU member states expressed their interest;

• the long-term focus on renewable hydrogen, with the low-carbon 
solutions considered in the transition phase;

• reviews of the existing legislation to help the development of hy-
drogen market: 

• RED II, TEN-E directive, initiative on decarbonising the 
gas market, EEAG, guidelines on state aid for IPCEI pro-
jects, the ETD

Clarifying the EU legislative framework  
– some of the CEE proposals: 

• common quality standards and cross border operation rules 

• development of a non-discriminative market ensuring the in-
ter-operability of markets for clean and low-carbon for hydrogen

• a solid certification framework 

• definitions of hydrogen related to the methodology of hydrogen 
classification based on life cycle GHG throughout the entire pro-
duction process

• balancing renewable hydrogen costs difference to its alterna-
tives – e. g. equalise hydrogen multiplier with renewable electric-
ity multiplier for the transport sector (4X) in RED II

The conference materials, including recording, are available here : 

https://zpbsp.com/en/aktualnosci/bsp_connects-12feb_hydrogen-in-v4-conference/

#BSP Connects conference on the future of hy-
drogen economy in the CEE Region took place 
on 12 February 2021 and was part of the Polish 
Presidency in V4 Region programme 

• Kadri Simson, EU Commissioner for Energy 

• Michał Kurtyka, Minister of Climate and Environment of Poland, 
V4 Presidency

• László Palkovics, Minister of Innovation and Technology, Hungary 

• Ondřej Knotek, Member of the European Parliament (Renew Eu-
rope) 

• Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Hydrogen Europe Secretary General 

• Business representatives from the CEE Region: MVM Magyar Vil-
lamos Művek Zrt., Eustream a.s.; NET4GAS; Grupa LOTOS; AVL 
LIST GMBH; 

V4 main views on the development of hydrogen

INFRASTRUCTURUE: CEE region will use natural gas for longer than 
the rest of the EU. Thus, retrofitting of existing infrastructure to enable 
blending of renewable and decarbonised gases, in the gas network is 
the most reliable option for greening.

HYDROGEN MARKET: The cost of production is key for the develop-
ment of the hydrogen market. To make it economically viable, a high 
volume of hydrogen must be ensured in the infrastructure, regardless 
of hydrogen’s origin.

DECARBONISATION: To speed up decarbonisation one should allow 
the use of all technologies available on the market, including CCUS, 
electricity and improving energy efficiency. It is crucial to avoid speak-
ing of hydrogen ‘colours’ and to focus instead on the content of CO2 
in hydrogen, while aiming for solutions which allow to be as close to 
zero emissions as possible. 

ENERGY SECURITY: the Commission’s idea to import renewable hy-
drogen must be balanced against the need for energy security and the 
fact that Europe could produce low-carbon hydrogen within its borders 
and even locally. The ‘technological neutrality’ warrants ‘right to ac-
cess to hydrogen’ in the CEE region, levelling hydrogen market growth 
despite the differences in initial share of renewable energy sources 
among EU Member States. 

The Polish strategy: 

The Polish energy strategy foresees more than 50% of the in-
stalled energy capacity from the renewable energy sources by 
2040 and a goal of 1/3 green electricity in the energy mix by 
2030. The Polish hydrogen strategy aims at 2GW of electrolys-
er capacity installed by 2030.


